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missed   d'Argenson   whose   warlike   views   were

familiar to him and hastened the meeting of the
congress at Aix-la-Chapelle. At this congress
England's voice was imperious., for she hoped to
gain the mastery by intimidation; and she waved
before them the threat of an army of thirty-five
thousand Russians who arrived at the Rhine to
support their claims. But the Russians were
checked by the Marshals de Saxe and de Loewendal
before Maastricht, and the preliminaries to peace
were signed on zoth April 1748 by Austria, Spain.,
Prussia, Italy, Germany, Sardinia and France.

As Bernls notes, the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle
gave nothing to France; she agreed to restore her
conquests, and renounced her claims in the Nether-
lands. On the other hand the Infante Don Philip
received the duchies of Parma, Plaisance and
Guastalla; the King of Sardinia's frontiers "were
marked by the right bank of the Tessin; Frederick II
kept Silesia; the Republic of Genoa, the Duke of
Modena and the United Provinces had their original
frontiers restored to them.

This peace, though a noble and impartial one,
raised up violent opposition in France; the people
said "what a stupid peace!"; everyone thought
that a high price had been paid for poor results.

Jacques Bainville's view in the following lines
is a reasonable one: "When the principle of a war
has been bad, how could the peace be a good one ?
All that we had gained by once more taking up
against the Hapsburgs a policy which was found
to be favorable in the seventeenth century "was